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W. J. Macpherson : The Economic Development of Japan 1868ndash;1941 (New Studies in Economic and 
Social History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Economic Development of Japan 1868ndash;1941 (New Studies in Economic and Social History): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not for people who are unfamiliar with basic economics or Japanese 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01DM2838I


history.By VI was interested in learning how Japan turned from a backward feudal system into an industrial 
powerhouse in less than 100 years. Even though all the information is there, this book assumes you are familiar with 
economics jargon and with history of feudal Japan. I know a bit about Japanese history but not so much about 
economics, so I had to spend some time looking up words/concepts.

The rise of Japan from a position of relative international obscurity in the mid-nineteenth century to that of third 
largest industrial nation in the 1980s has elicited an enormous amount of interest among academics. This short book 
provides an overview of Japanese economic history between 1868 and 1941. It introduces and surveys the current state 
of scholarship on Japan, touching upon almost all elements of the Japanese historical experience. A select bibliography 
(now updated to 1994) is provided, to help the reader pursue the subject in more detail.

"[This book] provides an excellent bibliography, opens windows onto a fascinating and important subject....[and] 
constitutes a finely crafted introductory essay on Japanese economic history." Economic History "This small but 
useful book introduces and surveys the current state of scholarship on Japan. It raises important questions and shows 
the range of interpretations....One can only admire the incisiveness of the text; it is always easier to say more than 
less." Journal of Economic History 


