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Ludwig Von Mises : The Anti-Capitalistic Mentality  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Anti-Capitalistic Mentality: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. The psychology behind Liberalism explained...By J. ManisThis 
book is almost pure conjecture but it doesn't matter. It's a tiny little book, but the words pack a powerful punch. Von 
Mises may be speculating but when you are as smart as he is, and as familiar with the mindset from which "The Anti-
Capitalist Mentality" evolved, you tend to see where he is coming from. It becomes easier and easier to support his 
statements. The question is, can this book help you to understand where communists/socialists/progressives are 
coming from? The answer is yes. Systematically, he takes the thought processes back into Freudian obscurity, 
borrowing some of the fellow Austrian's explanation as to why it is difficult for those who see capitalism as a threat, 
who fear being personally responsible for their lot in life. This also contains fascinating studies about Lenin, and his 
approach to Marxism. When you see these former Soviet leaders for what they really were, they become as common 
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as the next person. Where I may have had respect for Lenin, Trotsky, and Stalin as historical figures, I no longer think 
that they had an ounce of respectability, nobility, or courage to do the things they did. These were not revolutionaries, 
but very very unprincipled thinkers, unintellectual, and very confused due to lack of experience and closed 
mindedness. In one part, Von Mises tells the story of how Lenin assumed the economy was a simple game which 
could be easily undertaken by "bean-counters." Lenin's revile for accountants and economists make him a tragically 
stupid figure in world history. Basically he was all bark and no bight. He knew political philosophy, strategy, 
persuasion, and could lead the military, but was never really a viable candidate to run a large country.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. Republican/Libertarian/John Birch Society thinking.By styarbroughI have given 
away three copies...People who are pro Capitalism should read it...very short and typical of the thinking of 
Libertarians and John Bircher's. Which as a Republican I find both agreeable.6 of 6 people found the following review 
helpful. A great introduction to the thought of Ludwig von Mises!By HayekGhostWriterHaving read several works by 
F.A. Hayek, the time came to consider the thought of his teacher and mentor, Ludwig von Mises. I selected this book 
over his reputed masterpiece, Human Action, for its relative brevity.I was not disappointed. This little book packs a 
punch, and reinforces important principles of economics nearly forgotten by the masses today. The book also serves to 
remind us that the war of ideas, between capitalism and Marxism, has been ongoing for well over a century, and must 
still be enjoined by all who would keep their liberty and their society's prosperity.Read this book, then dig into Human 
Action. Take a similar approach to Hayek--The Road to Serfdom first, then the Constitution of Liberty.

The Anti-Capitalistic Mentality by Austrian School economist and libertarian thinker Ludwig von Mises is an 
investigation into the psychological roots of the anti-capitalistic stance that is widespread in the general populations of 
the capitalist world. Von Mises suggests various reasons for this mentality, primarily his claim that free competition in 
the market economy allows no excuses of one's failures. Rather, he argues, it creates great incentive for one's desire for 
improvement and greater effort to succeed, as well as a greater reward for that success.


