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Rajat Acharyya, Saibal Kar : International Trade and Economic Development  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised International Trade and Economic Development: 

This graduate textbook offers advanced and contemporary readings in international trade and economic development 
and provides an overview of the fundamental topics in this area. It brings together many of the issues that are 
considered staple reading for a course in trade and development and it offers a systematic coverage of the relevant and 
state of the art research on various aspects of the subject. This includes detailed analysis of important sub-topics such 
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as:trade and labour market, trade and public economics, the theory of the second best, foreign aid, factor mobility, and 
regional and global welfare. It also covers international trade and labour standards, the informal labour market, and 
TRIPS.Aimed at post-graduate students interested in trade theory and applications in development issues, this book 
should also prove a valuable resource for practicing economists, policy makers, and advanced undergraduate students 
studying international trade. The text balances extensive coverage of available literature in the area with substantive 
inclusions from new research published in leading journals and volumes. It aims to fill the gap in the teaching 
resources and should promote furthertheoretical and empirical research in the subject.

"The title of this new book by Acharyya and Kar says a lot by suggesting that the process of growth and development 
for most countries is closely linked to the extent of their involvement in international trade. The basic Ricardian 
concept of comparative advantage shows how all countries can in many ways make use of trade with other countries to 
support higher rates of growth and development. International trade allows a country to focus on producing not the 
entire range of commodities consumed, but instead to concentrate on producing the commodities in which it is 
relatively efficient in production, and all countries have such possibilities. The authors provide ample examples of how 
countries have raised living standards by taking such advantages provided by globalization.Their discussion leads up 
to the present state of trade in which fragmentation of the production process offers the possibility of a much finer 
division of labor, opening up a sizable gain when parts and components are themselves tradeable, allowing ever 
greater gains from trade based on the Ricardian conception. The reader is carefully led through historys gains based on 
more open capital markets and the re-alignments suggested by comparative advantage. For countries anxious to 
develop, more open international trade is the basic route to obtain such gains." Ronald W. Jones, Xerox Professor of 
Economics, Economics Department, University of Rochester"This is a magnificent text which fills a real gap with a 
very lucid and insightful treatment. I recommend it most highly both to all students interested in trade and 
development and also to the faculty charged with teaching them." Wilfred J. Ethier, Professor Emeritus of Economics, 
University of PennsylvaniaAbout the AuthorRajat Acharyya, Professor of Economics; Dean, Department of 
Economics, Jadavpur University; Faculty of Arts, Jadavpur UniversitySaibal Kar, Associate Professor of Economics; 
Research Fellow, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta;Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA), BonnRajat 
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Award in 2006. He has held visiting positions at Rochester University (USA), University of Kent at Canterbury (UK) 
and Utrecht School of Economics (The Netherlands). His research focuses on international trade, product quality and 
growth, regional trading blocs, and TRIPS and innovation in health care markets. Saibal Kar is Associate Professor of 
Economics at the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta (CSSSC). He is a Research Fellow of the Institute for 
the Study of Labor (IZA) Bonn. He was a Research Fellow of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (2008-09) and 
guest lecturer at the Department of Economics, Calcutta University and Presidency University. Dr Saibal has held 
visiting positions at Amsterdam School of Economics, Santa Fe Institute, HWWI Hamburg, UNU-WIDER, University 
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