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Americarsquo;s expansion to one of the richest nations in the world was partly due to a steady increasein labor
productivity, which in turn depends upon the invention and deployment of new technologies and on investmentsin
both human and physical capital. The accumulation of human capitalmdash;the knowledge and skill of
workersmdash;has featured prominently in American economic leadership over the past two

centuri es.nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; Human Capital in History brings together
contributions from leading researchers in economic history, labor economics, the economics of education, and related
fields. Building on Claudia Goldinrsquo;s landmark research on the labor history of the United States, the authors
consider the roles of education and technology in contributing to American economic growth and well-being, the
experience of women in the workforce, and how trends in marriage and family affected broader economic outcomes.
The volume provides important new insights on the forces that affect the accumulation of human capital.

Idguo; Through her own scholarship, the many doctoral students she has supervised, and her leadership of the National
Bureau of Economic Researchrsquo;s Development of the American Economy Program, Claudia Goldin has played an
outsized role in shaping the practice standards, and approaches of the economic history profession today. . . . The
essays in this volume represent afitting tribute to her contributions.rdquo;



