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6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A Cold Dose of Reality in an Economic Fantasy WorldBy Donald R. 
PolingWell written and to the point. Rob Larson suggests that there is a need to pay attention to observable realities. 
Not only are our economic and political systems under a minority "plutonomic" control of the wealthy, but for the 
most part, so are our sources of information on how the economic system works. Economics is shown to be a failed 
science because it aims at finding evidence based on conclusions, thus creating a pseudoscience. Larson suggests that 
it is possible, even in this voodoo environment, to search out facts that may lead to rational conclusions just as real 
scientists do. He covers a number of "externalities" in economic forces, most notably the collateral damage or "bads" 
involved in producing "goods" in our capitalist system. Most economic theory, in contrast, routinely ignores negative 
side effects of commerce that is seen as adequately regulated by the "invisible hand" of supply and demand. A 
suggestion is made that a more democratic approach to economic policy might come from the political process as 
more people become aware that they are being played by the 1% and that they need to act to defend themselves and 
future generations from the collateral damage of the present system.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
A great step towards a more holistic approach to economicsBy Jenn ChinInteresting read introducing me to some 
concepts I wasn't familiar with, such as externalities, in a frank, concise, and easily understood manner. So frequently 
it seems our world and the issues we face are covered in a compartmental fashion that hides or warps the reality of our 
interconnected systems; this book is a great step towards a more holistic approach.

Bleakonomics is a short and darkly humorous guide to the three great crises plaguing today's world: environmental 
degradation, social conflict in the age of austerity and financial instability.Written for anyone who is wondering how 
wersquo;ve come to this point, Rob Larson holds mainstream economic theory up against the grim reality of a planet 
in meltdown. He looks at scientistsrsquo; conclusions about climate change, the business worldrsquo;s opinions about 
its own power, and reveals the fingerprints of finance on American elections. With a unique and engaging approach to 
each crucial subject, students, academics and activists will find a lot to appreciate in this quiet call-to-arms for a saner 
and more stable world.

"I have been reading Rob Larson's columns for some time, with great profit and appreciation. His work is not only 
solidly grounded but also lucid and accessible, a most valuable contribution to public understanding and vitally needed 
action." ndash; Noam Chomsky"Larson adds a critical component to the policy debate about financial reform by 
explaining why the systemically dangerous institutions (SDIs) - the "too big to fail" banks - imperil our democracy as 
well as our economy. They are ticking time bombs certain to cause great damage unless we follow Larson's advice." 
ndash; William Black, Associate Professor of Economics and Law, University of Missouri-Kansas City, author of The 
Best Way to Rob a Bank is to Own One"Whether illuminating the rapacious class war being waged by America's 
CEOs, the remarkably mindless degradation of the world's oceans, or the wishful thinking about the increasingly 
evident consequences of global warming, Rob Larson consistently brings powerful insights and a biting wit. Larson 
has a unique skill for translating complex economic and scientific analysis with both clarity and force. " ndash; Roger 
Bybee, labor journalist"Robert Larson's range of topics and accessible writing make this book an invaluable 
contribution to the critical task of connecting environmental degradation and overwhelming corporate power. A most 
readable and timely response to a central challenge of our times." ndash; Mary Zepernick, a founder of the 
Massachusetts-based POCLAD, the Program on Corporations, Law, and Democracy"Larson has the incredible ability 
to break down complicated economic data and facts and present what is really happening in easy and simple language, 
in a way that any busy working person can use in developing their own conclusions. Fact-driven, concise, interesting, 
and even funny - that's unusual for a book about economics, policies, and working people. " ndash; Tom Szymanski, 
Organizer of IBEW Local 275nbsp;About the AuthorRob Larson teaches Economics at Tacoma Community College 
in Washington State, USA. He is active with Occupy Tacoma and Jobs with Justice, and writes regularly for Dollars 
Sense and Z Magazine. 


