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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Insigntful studyBy Mary Schaeffer ConroyThisis an insightful
study, based on newly accessible Russian archival materials, describing the mechanisms and individual s that played
key rolesin formulating Soviet economic policy. Soviet authorities' attention to costs, profits and prices, discussed in
Paul Gregory's own chapter 2, was particularly interesting and confirmed the business-like approach to the economy
on the part of Soviet managers that | discovered in the archives about the Soviet pharmaceutical industry and described
inmy THE SOVIET PHARMACEUTICAL BUSINESS DURING ITS FIRST TWO DECADES, 1917-1937 (Peter
Lang, 2006) Thisis not to say that the Soviet economy was not dysfunctional. It was. Mark Harrison's contention that
the Soviet Union was a"poor country" (chapter 5, p. 81) is not borne out by facts. The wealth of the country was
destroyed during the Civil War and by ill-conceived policies thereafter. Otherwise, as a recognized authority on World
War |1, his chapter was informative--as were the others in this compilation.

The"red files' revealed. Examining the period from the early 1930s through Stalin's death in 1953mdash;the height of
the Stalinist regimemdash;this enlightening book reveals what we have learned from the archives, what has surprised
us, and what has confirmed what we already knew. Most of the authors have worked with these archives since they
were opened.
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